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Amendments in the claims: 
1. {Currently Amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

rocponding to a r e c e iv e d receivinQ a calt origination dialed from a callina cellular mobile 
5 station having a post-paid subscription to a toll free telephone number recognized in a supporting 
cellular communications network as being associated with a prepaid service subscript i on ; 

by responsive to the receipt of the call from the post paid subscription mobile station at the 
toll free number, triggering supporting cellular network calculation of a permitted prepaid use time for 
user communications effectuated through that- the post paid subscription m obile station; 
10 through connecting the post paid subscription cellular mobile station to a user called 

destination to establish a call connectk)n; and 

monitoring a duration of the established call connection against the calculated permitted use 

time, 

15 2. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 further Including the steps of: 

detecting that the monitored duration has as at least met the calculated permitted prepaid use 

time; 

temiinating the established call connection; and 

charging a fee for the utilized permitt^ prepaid use time against a prepaid account instead of 
20 against the mobile station post-paid subscription. 


Page 2 of 14 


" RCVD AT 10/7/2004 5:29:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/1 • DNI8:872g30S • C8ID:51 43497029 • DURATION (mm-ss):04-44 


10- 7-04; 5: 16PM; ;5l43457929 


Patent Application 
Docket P14268US1 
09/770,217 

3, (Original) Ttie method as in claim 2 further including the steps of: 

determining prior to the step of through connecting a method of payment for the call; and 

applying the fee against the determined method of payment, 

5 4: (Original) The method as in claim 1 further Including the steps of: 

detecting a user termination of the established call connection prior to the expiration of the 
permitted prepaid use time; 

calculating an elapsed use time; and 

charging a fee for the calculated elapsed use time against a prepaid account instead of 
10 against the mobile station post-paid subscription. 

5. (Original) The method as in claim 4 further including the steps of: 

determining prior to the step of through connecting a method of payment for the call; and 

applying the fee against the determined method of payment. 

15 


Page 3 of 14 


PAGE 4/15 * RCVD AT 10/7/2004 S:29:43 PM CEastem Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO^XRF-1/1 * DNI8:872930B « C8ID: 3 143437929 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-44 


1 0_ 7-04. ; S : 1 SPM ; 


; S 1 A3457929 


Patent Application 
Docket P14268US1 
09/770,217 

6. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a call origination from a mobile station having a post-paid subscription, the call 
origination dialed to a first telephone number associated with a prepaid subscription sendee: 

triggering at a serving mobile switching center responsive to the received call origination and 
5 the dialed first telephone number the execution of an incoming message coordination feature; 

collecting within the execution of the incoming message coordination feature a second 
telephone number identifying a called party and information concerning a prepaid method of payment 
for the call; 

detennining within a payment system of the supporting cellular network the calculation of a 
10 permitted use time for user comm jnications effectuated through the mobile station and with the called 
party; 

sending of a location request message including the first telephone number from the serving 
nnobile switching center to a home location register that stores the prepaid subscription; 

recognizing at the home location register that the location request message concerns a 
15 prepaid subscription and querying the payment system to retrieve the second telephone number and 
the permitted use time; 

communicating the second telephone number and the permitted use time from the home 
location register t o the sen/jng nubile switchin^^^ 

through connecting the mobile station to the called party to establish a call connection; and 
20 monitoring a duration of the established call connection against the calculated pemiitted use 

time. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 6 further including the steps of: 
detecting that the monitored duration has as at least met the calculated permitted use time; 
temnlnatlng the established call connection; and 

charging a fee for the utilized permitted use time. 

5 

8. (Original) The method as in claim 7 further including the step of applying the fee 
against the identified prepaid method of payment instead of against the post-paid subscription for the 
mobile station. 

10 9. (Original) The method as in claim 6 further including the steps of: 

detecting a user termination of the established call connection prior to the expiration of the 
permitted use time; 

calculating an elapsed use time; and 

charging a fee for the calculated elapsed use time. 

15 

10. (Original) The method as in claim 9 further including the step of applying the fee 
_ jgainst the identified prepaid method of payment instead of against the post-paid subscription for the 
mobile station. 

20 11. (Original) The method as in claim 6 wherein the first telephone number comprises a 

toll free number. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A wireless cellular system, comprising: 

a mobile switching center receiving a call origination from a mobile station having a post-paid 
subscription, wherein the call origination is dialed to a first telephone number associated with a 
5 prepaid subscription service, and triggering the execution of an incoming message coordination 
feature; 

an interactive voice response system connected to the mobile switching center and activated 
by the incoming message coordination feature to collect from the mobile station a second telephone 
number identifying a called party and information conceming a prepaid method of payment for the call; 
10 a payment system connected to the interactive voice response system and operable to 

calculate a permitted use lime for user communications effectuated through the mobile station and 
with the called party; and 

a home location register connected to the mobile switching center and the payment system 
and operating to store the prepaid subscription associated with the first telephone number; 
15 wherein the mobile switching center pre-routes a call to the first telephone number to the 

home location register; 

wherein the home location register recognizes that the pre-routing concerns the first 
telepihme~rrum&er prepaid subscription arid queries the^yriierit system" to~re^^^ 
telephone number and the permitted use time for delivery to the mobile switching center; and 
20 wherein the mobile switching center through connects the mobile station to the called party to 

estaUish a call connection, and monitors a duration of the established call connection against the 
calculated permitted use time. 
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13. (Currently Amended) Tlie system as in claim 12 wherein the mobile switching center 
further detects that the monitored duration has as at least met the calculated permitted use time and 
terminates the established call connection. 

5 

14. (Original) The system as in claim 13 wlierein the payment system charges a fee for 
the utilized permitted use time against the identified prepaid method of payment instead of against the 
mobile station post-paid subscription. 

10 15. (Origina]) The system as in claim 12 wherein the mobile switching center further 

detects a user tennination of the established call connection prior to the expiration of the permitted use 
time and calculates an elapsed use time. 

16. (Original) The system as in claim 15 wherein the payment system charges a fee for 
15 the calculated elapsed use time against the identified prepaid method of payment instead of against 
the mobile station post-paid subscription. 


17. (Original) The system as in claim 12 wherein the first telephone number comprises a 
toll free telephone number. 

20 

18. (Currently Amended) A prepaid service system, comprising: 
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a callino mobile station having a post-paid subscription and operable to transceive user 
communications over a wireless cellular air interface; and 

a supporting cellular communications network operating to calculate a pemnitted duration for 
prepaid user communications effectuated through the calling mobile station and monitor a call 
5 connection to ensure the call does not exceed the calculated permitted duration; and 

a switching node connected to the base transceiver station and the means for calculating a 
permitted duration; 

wherein the switching node operates to trigger, responsive to mobile station dialling of a 
certain prepaid subscription telephone number other than a destination telephone number for a 
10 prepaid call, an operation within the supporting cellular communications network to cateulate the 
pemnitted use time for user communications effectuated through that mobile station. 

19, (Original) The system as in claim 18 wherein the supporting cellular communications 
network further comprises: 

15 a base transceiver station for communicating with the mobile station over the wireless cellular 

air interface. 

^20. (Original) ~ The systeTn as ifT claim "18 furthe^r" including rneSis" withi/TtFe sup^ 
cellular communications network for collecting prepaid call payment information from the mobile 
20 station user. 
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21. (Original) The system as in claim 20 wherein the means for collecting comprises an 
interactive voice response system activated responsive to the mobile station call to the prepaid 
subscription telephone number and operating to query the user for the call payment Information. 
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22. (Original) The system as in claim 20 wherein the means for calculating determines the 
permitted use time based on the collected call payment information. 

23. (Original) The system as in claim 20 wherein charges for the call are applied against an 
5 account identified by the prepaid call payment Information instead of against the mobile station post-paid 

subscription. 

24. (Original) The system as in darm 18 wherein the prepaid subscription telephone number 
comprises a toil free number. 

10 


Page 10 of 14 

PACE 11/13 • RCVD AT 10/7/20M 5:29:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • 8VR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 • 0^8:8729308" CSID:S143457929* DURATION (mm-ss):04-44 


